RATIONALISTS OF EAST TENNESSEE

PROPOSED BOOKS – ‘SKEPTIC BOOK CLUB’ – MAY 2005 – OCTOBER 2005

1. Please rank as many or as few books as you are interested in, marking your ‘most interested’ selection as #1, next as #2, etc in the right-most column.  

2. Book club is held the 2nd Sunday of each month, 5-7 PM, at Barnes & Noble (near Downtown West on Kingston Pike), unless noted otherwise in the RET calendar.

3. Submit your votes as follows: bring this sheet back to the next RET meeting, email to john@manorroadglass.com, fax to 865-717-3861, or call John McCaffrey at 865-414-6998.

4. If you purchase books via the internet, you can help RET!  Go to rationalists.org, then click on any book featured at left to get to amazon.com.  Any purchase, whether or not it is on the RET book list, made through amazon after going through the RET site, will result in a percentage sent back to RET.


Title
Author
Description of Book
Rank

1
American Infidel: Robert Green Ingersoll
Orvin Larson
Biography of Robert Ingersoll, a lawyer and civil war officer, who spent 30 years traveling the US giving talks to capacity crowds in the latter half of the 1800’s.  Examines his progression of thought and his impact on freethinkers and society in the US.


2
Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed
Jared Diamond
The author examines a variety of historical societies throughout the world, which, through environmental damage and overuse of natural resources, led to varying degrees of collapse, from a reduction in standard of living to full-blown extinction of the inhabitants or culture, and discusses how these past failures parallel current trends and how we may avoid a future collapse.


3
Animals in Translation: Using the Mysteries of Autism to Decode Animal Behavior
Temple Grandin
The author, who is herself autistic, is an expert in animal behavior, and has designed numerous slaughterhouse systems intended to be more humane for animals.  She proposes that, like autistic humans, animals view the world visually, in images and pictures, rather than with a language-based system, and relates current research in neurology, cognitive psychology, and evolutionary biology with her own personal experiences.


4
Unequal Protection: The Rise of Corporate Dominance & the Theft of Human Rights
Thom Hartmann
The author discusses the current state of the American corporation, specifically the protection laws, access to natural resources, tax structures, accountability for wrongdoing, application of the 14th amendment, etc, and provides a historical perspective tracing the history of how we arrived in this current situation from the colonists’ rebellion against the British until now, &how we might return to a government of/by/for the people. 


5
Value & Virtue in a Godless Universe
Erik J. Wielenberg
The author rejects the commonly held claim that, without a God, there is no meaning to life, no basis for morality, no reason for human virtue, etc, and instead explores the ethical implications of naturalism, and naturalistic reasons for humility, charity and hope.


6
Sparrowhawk: Book 1: Jack Frake
Edward Cline
** HISTORICAL FICTION **.  This tale, set in the 1740’s, in England, sets the stage as the first in a four-book series examining individualism/anti-governmental attitudes and general sentiments in England that became the foundation for the revolution and thoughts of the founding fathers in the American colonies.


7
The Skeptical Environmentalist: Measuring the Real State of the World
Bjorn Lomborg
This Danish author, a professor of statistics and political science, and an environmentalist and former Greenpeace member, provides a balanced view of current environmental policy and conditions, using extensive statistics, supported by about 2500 footnotes, & examines whether or not things are getting better, or worse, and why, examined from many different angles. 


8
Understanding the Present: Science & the Soul of Modern Man
Bryan Appleyard
This Sunday Times of London Science columnist examines the ever-increasing role of science in our lives, how it affects the human condition, and argues that science is taking us away from our true selves, causing ‘spiritual damage’, and discusses how science must overcome its’ failure to provide comfort about our place in the universe in place of religion. (1994)


9
Science, Truth, and Democracy (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science)
Philip Kitcher
The author, in a follow-up to his ‘The Advancements of Science’, discusses how politics affect science research, the nature of science and its relation to society at large; and promotes the idea that the beneficiaries of science research should have some say in how funding monies are allocated, how research proceeds, etc.


10
Galatea 2.2: A Novel
Richard Powers
** FICTION**.  The cognitive-neurologist author tells a tale of artificial intelligence and an experiment to produce a machine (neural net) that can approximate human consciousness, and tracks it as the machine becomes more worldly by feeding the computer great literature, etc, through repeated tutorials.


11
Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women
Geraldine Brooks
This Australian-born Wall St. Journal journalist spent several years as a middle-east correspondent, staying with different families in different middle-east countries and discussing the status of women & customs from time of Mohammed until 1995.


12
The Great Influenza: Epic story of the Deadliest plague in History
John Barry
The author provides a mainly American perspective of this plague of 1918, exacerbated by a confluence of biology and politics, causing the highly contagious flu disease to spread through the barracks of troops, across continents, and causing mass casualties.  He discusses medical practices and public health policy in response to this epidemic in the first part of the 20th century. 


13
The Truth about Dogs: An Inguiry into Ancestry, Social Conventions, Moral Habits, et al of Canines.
Stephen Budiansky
The author examines our relationships with canines, discussing the seemingly paradoxical reasons we allow these potentially dangerous and disease-carrying animals into our lives (out of love), examining dog behavior, genes, evolution, & wolf research.


14
On Bullshit
Harry G. Frankfurt
(more of an essay or primer than a proper book) - Why is there so much BS in our lives?  The author, a moral philosopher, attempts to develop a theory about BS, examines it as opposed to lying; looks at people’s perceived ability to detect BS and avoid it, the art of BS, the fact that we all contribute to it, and expect it, and discusses such things as the postmodern focus on subjective experience rather than hard facts and data, etc.


15
The Battle for God
Karen Armstrong
This theologian examines the paradox that, given modern technology and lifting of moral taboos, religion, instead of withering away, has renewed itself with fundamentalist factions of all major world faiths, and focuses on the rise of fundamentalism in the ‘Big 3’ and how they react to modernity and technology. 


16
The Secret Origins of the Bible
Tim Callahan
The author demonstrates that the stories and themes of the bible were taken from the ancient mythology of the time, and correlates contents of the bible with other pagan concepts, etc, in an analytical look at scripture in its historical context.  


BOOK CLUB DATES THIS SESSION:

May 8

June 12

July 10

August 14

September 11

October 9

